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relations, in the diversity of different types and different materials,
and in their functional organisation in detail and in general.
The dwelling is the smallest but also the most numerous element
of community organism. It is, therefore, essential to make it
a smoothly running machine which serves its purpose with the
highest degree of precision and facility. The dwelling can only
fulfil these prerequisites if it is equipped with modern labour-
saving devices and if the individual household can be relieved
by collective institutions such as kindergartens, central laundries,
central purchase of food, central kitchens, etc. The floor space
of a flat or a house should be " zoned " ; and number, size and
shape of the rooms should be much more adapted to the special
functions they shall serve than it has been done hitherto.
THE EMERGENCE OF NEW SETTLEMENT TYPES.
The widening of one mile of relatively unimportant streets in
London costs about two million pounds, for the simple reason
that the prices of the abutting sites are unjustifiably inflated.1
Nevertheless, one is going on to think of the redevelopment of
a central district in terms of a mere " loosening out" and
" reforming ". Here, the dissonance between inertia and neces-
sity is especially visible. The modern business man who drives
his modern motor-car through these congested streets grumbles
about the inconsistency and medievalism of town planning, but
he is neither consistent nor modern enough himself to under-
stand the true reasons for tffis state of affairs. On the contrary,
as sentiments are stronger than logic, he would be shocked at
the suggestion that some historical buildings would have to be
demolished if he wants to spend less time for his daily journey
to and from his office. Yet this is the usual and almost general
attitude. Reforms will not lead us anywhere if they are not
part and parcel of the general plan of the redistribution of
population. Internal redevelopment and decentralisation and
dispersal belong together. The former should not be started
before definite schemes for the latter have been worked out.
We may assume that all cities and some of the larger towns
have to be relieved of an appropriate number of their populations
and industries. It is to be hoped that the Central Planning
Authority will override parochial attitudes which lend them-
selves only too easily to the out-of-date aspirations of an infinite
extension or, at least, to keeping their population and industry
stationary in numbers. The recommendations of the Central
1 The procedure of widening a street in China is just the opposite. Every
owner of a house abutting on the street has to contribute proportionately towards
the cost of the new road, and besides that he has to bear the expense of pulling
down the respective part of his house as well as all necessary alterations.